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By ED STERLING
Texas Press Association

AUSTIN — Three University of Texas pro-
fessors are seeking a temporary injunction “to at 
least retain the option of maintaining their aca-
demic classrooms as gun-free 
zones when classes start again.”

In a motion filed in connec-
tion with a federal lawsuit filed 
July 6, the professors are asking 
the court to bar enforcement of 
the law when the UT fall semes-
ter begins Aug. 24. Texas Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton filed a 
brief in opposition.

In an Aug. 4 hearing, U.S. 
District Judge Lee Yeakel or-
dered the university to clarify its 
campus-carry policy on Aug. 8 
and for parties present their arguments again on 
Aug. 10.

“In a cruel irony,” the professors’ petition be-
gins, “the Texas Legislature has mandated that 50 
years to the day after one of the worst gun-related 
massacres ever on a college campus — when 

Charles Whitman gunned down 43 people on or 
about the campus of the University of Texas in 
Austin — UT-Austin must begin allowing the 
concealed carrying of handguns on campus and 
in class rooms.”

Paxton, on Aug. 1, called the 
professors’ lawsuit — filed in the 
Austin Division of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District 
of Texas frivolous and said, “I’m 
confident it will be dismissed be-
cause the Legislature passed a con-
stitutionally sound law. There is no 
legal justification to deny licensed, 
law-abiding citizens on campus the 
same measure of personal protec-
tion they are entitled to elsewhere 
in Texas.”
Voter ID Rolled Back

Texans voting in the November 8 general elec-
tion might not be required to present a state-ap-
proved form of photo identification in addition to 
their voter registration card.

By MIKE SMITH
Development Officer Tejas Health Care

In an election season the 
news headlines may lead us to 
believe that politicians can’t 
agree on anything. Not so fast. 
There is an issue both Repub-
licans and Democrats can and 
do agree – the importance of 
Community Health Centers 
in our U.S. health care sys-
tem. Health centers have been 
around for over five decades, 
effectively rooting out sick-
ness and poverty in some of the 
challenged communities.  They 
also represent a rare bipartisan 
consensus on Capitol Hill.

Health centers, like  Tejas 
Health Care, save the health 
system more than 24 billion 
dollars a year and reduce un-
necessary hospitalizations. 
They treat patients for a frac-
tion of the cost of one emer-
gency room visit.  Health cent-
ers not only focus on illness 
prevention, they reach beyond 
the walls of the exam room to 
address the factors that actu-
ally cause poor health, such as 
homelessness, lack of nutrition, 
stress or unemployment.

Tejas Health Care has been 
a proud member of this com-
munity since it was formed 
in 2007. We are innovators in 
treating chronic conditions that 
are typically ignored until they 
become a costly illness. We 
are also trusted providers on 
the front lines of public health, 
responding to emerging chal-
lenges. Yet, despite broad sup-
port in Congress for our mis-
sion, future funding remains 
uncertain.

Presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton has pushed for 
an expansion of health cent-
ers, following in the footsteps 
of former President George W. 
Bush and President Obama. 
Their initiatives have doubled 
the number of health centers, 
making it possible for them to 
serve nearly 25 million people.  
Yet, even such remarkable and 
historic support for a program 
is no guarantee for a long-term 
funding solution.

The good news is that dur-
ing National Health Center 
Week 2016 (August 7-13th) 
local, state, and national lead-
ers of all political stripes will 
visit a health center in their lo-
cal community.  They will learn 
more about how health cent-
ers generate lower health care 
costs, healthier people (includ-
ing veterans), more jobs, and 
fewer dollars spent on “sick 
care.”

Investment in health centers 
and primary care is a prescrip-
tion for good health. It is also 
good politics in the public in-
terest.

Texans Elect Closet Klansman U.S. Senator
Turn to Capital, Page D2
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By BARTEE HAILE
On Aug. 16, 1922, prohibi-

tionist Cullen F. Thomas, elimi-
nated in the first round of voting 
for a seat in the United States 
Senate, endorsed front-runner 
Earle B. Mayfield, the Klan can-
didate, in the upcoming runoff.

Alcoholism and Bright’s 
disease earned Charles A. Cul-
berson the derisive nickname 
“the sick old man of the Sen-
ate.” Nevertheless, the four-term 
incumbent was determined to 
die on the job and announced 
he would stand for reelection in 
1922. 

With Culberson literally on 
his last legs and dependent on 
stand-ins to do his campaign-
ing, there was no shortage of 
challengers. Two early aspirants 
destined to fade in the stretch 
were Fort Worth newspaperman 
Clarence Ousley and Cullen F. 
Thomas, former Waco prosecu-
tor. Ousley entered the race only 
because better known Wilson 
Democrats chose to sit it out, 
while Thomas hoped to capital-
ize on his prohibitionist creden-
tials.

The estimated 100,000 votes 

under Ku Klux Klan control 
tempted two avowed members 
of the “Invisible Empire” into 
throwing their hoods in the ring 
– Big D oilman Sterling Strong
and former congressman Robert
L. Henry of Waco.  They were
soon joined by fellow Klans-
man Earle B. Mayfield, who 
preferred to keep his sheet in the 
closet. 

Born in the East Texas town 
of Overton in 1881, Mayfield 
obtained his undergraduate de-
gree from Southwestern Uni-
versity before going onto the 
University of Texas to study law. 
He moved to Meridian and at 

25 became the youngest state 
senator ever. Six years later, the 
up-and-comer won a spot on the 
powerful Railroad Commission, 
where he had stayed for the past 
decade.

Klan leaders believed May-
field was their best bet by far 
but hesitated to tell Strong and 
Henry to fold their tents. In a 
wait-and-see compromise that 
merely postponed the inevitable, 
all three “Klanidates” were al-
lowed to remain in the running.

Meanwhile, a familiar figure 
turned the election into a ref-
erendum on the Klan. Though 
banned for life from holding 
state office, James E. Ferguson 
could do as he pleased in the 
federal arena.  The impeached 
ex-governor threw down the 
gauntlet to the KKK: “Your 
arrogated mission to save the 
American republic with an in-
visible empire is so plainly the 
idea of a foolish fanatic that I 
sometimes don’t blame you for 
wearing a mask.”

The ferocity of the Ferguson 
attack convinced Klan lead-
ers that three candidates was a 
luxury they could ill afford.  A 

secret survey taken in mid-June 
showed Mayfield was the over-
whelming favorite of the rank 
and file. He was quickly cer-
tified as the official standard 
bearer and his two rivals ordered 
to drop out of the race.

Strong obligingly obeyed, 
but Henry defiantly declined 
to withdraw. Instead, he echoed 
Ferguson’s call for Mayfield to 
come clean about his Klan af-
filiation. Realizing the truth 
could cost him crucial support, 
Mayfield continued to refuse to 
confirm or deny his member-
ship arguing the KKK was not 
an issue.

Meanwhile, Ferguson came 
up with an ingenious way to 
remind the electorate of Culber-
son’s poor health and prolonged 
absence from the Lone Star 
State. If the intoxicated invalid 
returned to Texas, where he had 
not set foot in ten long years, and 
gave two 20-minute speeches, 
Farmer Jim promised to pull the 
plug on his own campaign. An 
aide later admitted the inability 
of the Senator to call Ferguson’s 
bluff doomed him to defeat.

By BARTEE HAILE
This Week in Texas History

Texas
History
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Area School Board Meetings
La Grange ISD

Third Monday of the month 
6:30 p.m. • 560 N. Monroe • Administration Building 

Flatonia ISD 
Second Monday of the month

(361) 865-2941 Ext. 510 to verify times

Fayetteville ISD
Second Monday of the month 
6:30 p.m. • School Library

Schulenburg ISD
Third Monday of the month
7 p.m. • Secondary Library

Round-Top-Carmine ISD
Third Monday of the month

–Subject to Change • 7 p.m. • Round Top Elementary

Just a Thought

Olympic Memories
By REGINA KEILERS
The Fayette County Record

I love watching the Olympics. It’s something I look forward to 
every four years. 

The occurrence of the summer Olympics gives us a chance to 
focus on something bigger than ourselves. Since they occur during 
an election year, it gives us a reason to stop, (even if just for a short 
while), and come together as a nation. 

For the athletes who are competing, it represents years of training 
and competing leading up to that one moment, that one contest, that 
one race. 

The big winners will be remembered for many years to come. 
Those who do not win will either throw in the towel, or work harder 
for the next competition. 

Watching the Olympics has always been a big deal to me. The 
1976 summer Olympics really stand out in my memory. 

There are a few events and athletes that I will always remem-
ber watching compete. The U.S. team members who stood out for 
me were Bruce Jenner, winning the gold medal for the decathlon, (I 
didn’t even know that event existed and I was very impressed with 
the strength and ability that these athletes had), and Sugar Ray Leon-
ard, winning the gold medal for boxing.

But the biggest event for me was the gymnastics. Prior to that 
year the big names were Cathy Rigby (1968 and 1972), Olga Korbut, 
(1972 and 1976). I loved watching the women’s teams compete on 
the various apparatus – from the balance beam to the uneven bars to 
the vault to the floor exercise – I was glued to the television. 

The 1976 Olympics changed things.  1976 was the year that Na-
dia Comaneci received the first perfect 10 in gymnastics. She went 
on to win three gold medals – one in balance beam, one in uneven 
bars and individual all-around. She became the youngest all-around 
Olympic gold medalist ever.

I think every little 
girl, in every nation 
that had access to 
television, wanted to 
be like her – at least 
for a moment. She 
changed the compe-
tition – forever. She 
along with her coach, 
Bela Karolyi became 
instant world stars. 

This year, the 
U.S. gymnastics team has dominated over all the others. Once again 
a young lady – Simone Biles – this time from the U.S., has won the 
hearts of people from all over the world. 

Every four years, when I watch the summer Olympics, I go back 
to that memory from 1976. Back to that place where I saw a little girl 
from Romania win the hearts of the world. No politics. No borders. 
No hateful comments. Just the excitement of watching the best ath-
letes in the world compete for the bragging rights of being an Olym-
pic champion.  

Making a 
Difference in 

the Community

Write to Us
The Fayette County Record welcomes your letter. Write us at Letters, The Record, 

P.O. Box 400, La Grange, Texas 78945, or by email to regina@fayettecountyrecord.
com. 

Letters must be received by 10 a.m. on Tuesday to be considered for Friday’s edition. 
Keep criticism constructive and respectful.
Please limit the length of your letters. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 

length, content, and good taste.
Make sure you sign the letter and give your town of residence. We will not run 

anonymous letters.

Parties to Campus-Carry Lawsuit 
to Return to Court

Turn to History, Page D2

mailto:editor@fayettecountyrecord.com
http://www.fayettecountyrecord.com
http://www.fayettecountyrecord.com

